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more and Pitlochry crossing loops.
Thebenefitwillgoalmostentirely to
passenger trains, since the capacity
oftheseenhancedloopswillbetaken
upformostofthedaybyanewhourly
frequency of train service between
PerthandInverness.
Railfreightneedslong,high-capac-
ity trains tocompeteeffectivelywith
road haulage, but currentworks on
the HMLwill do little or nothing to
help.
Class66locomotiveswhichhaulthe
daily Stobart/Tesco container train
from Central Scotland to Inverness
can pull 28 containers – the equiva-
lentof28lorries–butthelackoflong
crossingloopsrestrictstheoperation
to just 20. The crossing loop being
extended at Aviemore was already
the longest on the line, and at Pitlo-

DavidSpavendeplores a
watering-downof freight
capacity toHighlands

Trains could
have taken

the strain
– if the

government
hadn’t been

so cheap

chry – the shortest loop on the line
– there is tobenoextension, soHML
freight train lengths will remain
significantlyconstrained.
Itisfrustratingforrailhauliersthat
each train could carry up to 40 per
centmoregoods,yet thisopportuni-
tyisblockedbyScottishGovernment
fundingparsimony.
In the meantime, A9 dualling is
progressing steadily –part of a£3bn
project – and there is a real dan-
ger that the absence of a level play-
ing field for investment will lead to
a switch of freight from rail to road,
theoppositeofGovernmentpolicy.
In recent years, a regular trainload
of oil from Grangemouth to Lairg,
north of Inverness, has been lost to
roadhaulage.AndaScottishnation-
al newspaper revealed last year that

STPRdocument included provision
ofbi-directionalsignallingtoreduce
the impact of engineeringworks on
the route (permitting it to remain
open for freight throughout the day
andweek),increasedlengthoffreight
loops (allowing longer trains), and
removal of speed limits on various
bridgesbelowthe75mphlinespeed.
The outcome would be that ‘the
freight improvements wouldmake
it considerably more attractive for
freight hauliers tomove containers
andother goods by rail, by reducing
journey times’.
So where does rail freight stand,
ten years on? Work will soon be
completed on a drastically scaled-
down infrastructure programme,
with just £57m invested in track
and signalling upgrades of theAvie-

T en years ago the rail
freight industryhadgood
cause to feel confident

about the prospects for shifting
freight from trucks to trains along
the Perth-Inverness corridor.
In2008, theScottishGovernment’s
StrategicTransportProjectsReview
(STPR) identified upgrading the
largely single-track HighlandMain
Line (HML) as the third-top priori-
ty among 29 road and rail schemes
acrossScotland.
Investment of between £200mil-
lion and £450m was envisaged,
including‘additionalloops,dynamic
loopsor lengtheningofdouble track
sections‘ – designed to benefit both
passengerandfreight traffic.
Targeted infrastructure enhance-
ments for HML freight traffic in the

Don’t miss the boat
– new port would
have a huge impact
on local economy

0Edinburghhasbeenvotedthe topcruisedestination inwesternEurope –but facilities

other investments takingplace else-
where at Nigg Bay (Aberdeen South
Harbour), Ullapool, Oban, Dundee,
Peterhead, Cromarty, Scrabster,
Lerwick,MontroseandGreenock.
Thesedemonstratetheincreasing-
ly wide variety of funding sources
ranging from the European Invest-

retains the railway line, formerly
used for Cockenzie Power Station.
Aswell as cruise ships, ferries could
be accommodated. It was the long
journey time that killed Rosyth-
Zeebrugge, but using Preston Links
would cut an hour in each direc-
tion.With the ever-increasing focus
on decarbonisation, electric barges
might be used for onward distribu-
tion, with the port itself becoming
all-electricpoweredbytheInchcape
windfarm.
Direct local employment oppor-
tunities would include tours, trans-
port, accommodation, ship provi-
sions, port services, marketing and
the potential for a free port. The
port would also act as an economic
enginecreatingjobsacrosstheLothi-
ans through improved connectivity
toEuropeanmarkets,reducedtravel
time,reducedfuelcostsandapoten-
tial doubling of cruise ship traffic in
the Forth. There is also the prospect
of creating a dedicated cruise ship
hospitalitycollegetotrainstafftothe
highstandardsexpected.
There are opportunities to build
newtourist itineraries includingnot

justEdinburghbutmoreEastLothian
attractions. There are also opportu-
nities for servicing theneedsof liner
traffic and localwastemanagement
companyViridor gives East Lothian
strongrecyclingcapability.
Attracting funding for major
transportinvestmentcanlearnfrom

JohnYellowleesurges
developmentof the former
power stationatCockenzie

to takecruise shipsand ferries

T hegrowthofmore than70
per cent in cruise journeys
over the last ten years in

Europehasbeenmostlyinthecolder
northern waters as the Mediterra-
neanmarkethasbeencomplement-
ed by new UK based opportunities
where people can avoid the need to
flytoreachcruiseships.
Edinburgh has become one of
the most popular attractions for
these tours. In February 2019, the
Chartered Institute of Logistics and
Transportmet to debate themerits
of a proposal by Prestonpans Com-
munity Council for a cruise-liner
terminal on the site of theoldpower
stationatCockenzie.
Cruise ship calls in Scotland rose
from 369 in 2010 to 918 expected in
2019,withthenumberofpassengers
up from 268, 000 to 920,000. Last
year Edinburgh ports saw 114 calls
comparedwithOrkney’s 150, and62
atGreenockservingGlasgow,mainly
from larger ships. The Cruise Lines
International Association sees 70
new ships coming into service by
2020 adding 180,000 annual capac-
ity.With23ofthesetakingmorethan
4000 passengers, the average ship
sizewillbecome3000.
Edinburghwasvotedthetopcruise
destination in western Europe by
Cruise Critic in 2018, but passengers
donotlikethetransfer,whichisslow
andcanbecancelledinbadweather.
With no new investment in 100
years, the ports presently serving

Edinburgh are Victorian. Leith is
tidalwithlockgates,andhasdraught
and width limitations. Newhaven
alsoisshallowand,likeHoundPoint
atQueensferry,requirestransfersby
tender. Rosyth has limited potential
due to Forth bridge height restric-
tions.With sailings spread between
fourterminals,thereislittleincentive
toinvestinanyofthem.Tendersdon’t
scaleupwiththesizeof theship,and
themore timespentwaitingaround
means less timeforspending.
A potential solution is a new port
witha10metredraughtandthewidth
forseveralberthswithroomalsofor
luxuryyachts. Some inspirationcan
beprovidedby theHatston terminal
at Kirkwall, opened at a cost of £25
million in 2003 and extended ten
years later.
For 400 years, Prestonpans had a
port at Morrison’s Haven through
which trade passed to and from the
Continent.PrestonpansCommunity
Council have highlighted the poten-
tial linkages between tourism and
East Lothian’s traditional strengths
in foodanddrink.
PrestonLinksisclosetotheA1,and
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an expert report commissioned by
the Scottish Government – which
Ministersdidnot intend topublish–
concludedthat80morelorriesaday
wouldtraveltheA9ineachdirection
by2025,butrail freight’sshareof the
marketwoulddropbyatenth.
In contrast, a sensible investment
policy for HML capacity would
lengthen key loops, construct new
loops on the longest single-track
sections and remove punitive speed
restrictionsonthreebridges.
Amongst trafficwhich could then

transfer from the A9 – improving
roadsafety,cuttingCO2andreducing
the roadmaintenance burden – are
more supermarket supplies, timber
and forest products, and bulk spir-
it fromSpeyside to Central Scotland
maturation plants. The line’s ability

to handle themodern generation of
tall andwide containers also needs
tobeaddressed.Upgradingworkon
tunnels and overbridges and provi-
sion of a dedicated fleet of low-plat-
formcontainerwagonswouldallow
railtocompeteforchilledandfrozen
produce(whichneedswiderrefriger-
atedcontainers)movingbetweenthe
CentralBeltandthenorth.
In its admirable 2017 High Level
Ouput Specification for the 2019-24
period,ScottishMinisters‘requireall
reasonable steps tobe taken to facil-
itate growth of 7.5 per cent in rail
freighttrafficcarriedontheScotland
route, of which, at least 7.5 per cent
will represent a growth innewbusi-
ness (i.e. newtrafficflows,notprevi-
ouslymovingbyrail)’.
Achieving that growth on the

ground – and avoiding loss of
existing freight traffic from rail
to road – will be the real test of
policy.
Along theHighlandMain Line
in particular, the rail freight
industry needs serious infra-
structure investment so that it
can deliver the significant eco-
nomic and environmental priz-
eswhichfreightonrailoffers.
DavidSpaven,Scottishrepresent-
ative,RailFreightGroup.

forcruiseshipsentering theForthneedtobeofahigherstandard tograbasliceof theexpandingmarket–andkeep it

ment Bank through Royal Bank of
Scotland to local authorities, port
owners and even nuclear decom-
missioning.
Competition with other devel-
opment at this site and with other
port facilities across the country is
important to ensure the economy

continues to thrive. Thewindowof
opportunity for the development
of the Prestonpans site is narrow.
However, by ensuring that new
ideas areheard and communicated,
CILThelpstoraisethepotentialofthe
whole industry.
JohnYellowlees,chair,CILTScotland.
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