
Looking forward to Summer...

Our evening visit to Aberdeen Airport on 14th June was a really successful event (if we forget about
the weather doing an impersonation of a November day) – at which we were made very welcome
by Carol Benzie (the Airport’s Managing Director) and her colleagues.  We are all very used these
days to the airport experience as passengers, but this was an occasion on which it was possible to
have an insight into the operation of an airport with a particular focus on investment and route
development.  What struck me once again was how airports are required to achieve a balance
between operating in the business-to-business environment (in dealing with airlines, contractors,
suppliers, etc.)  and operating in the business-to-consumer environment,  in which very different
forces come into play.  Dealing with that challenge is clearly something at which the Aberdeen
Airport team are very experienced.   

Our Aberdeen Airport  visit  brought our 2015/16 Events Programme to a conclusion, and we’re
already looking forward to some of the events which are lined up for the  2016/17 programme,
including – 

 Our  visit  to  John  Lewis in  Aberdeen  on  1st September –  looking  at  how  the  company
manages the logistics function for their operations in the North East.  

 Our Fairfield Heritage event (being hosted in the former Fairfield company’s offices in Govan)
on 8th September, which will focus on the story of shipbuilding on the River Clyde.

 Our Annual Dinner, in Edinburgh’s Roxburghe Hotel, on Thursday 3rd November – to which
we will be welcoming Will Whitehorn, who took up office as the President on CILT in the UK in
May.

Our Events Programme is only part  of  the range of activities in which CILT is involved across
Scotland, through which we seek to maintain a focus on the vital  role which the organisations
represented by the CILT membership play in facilitating growth across all sectors of the economy.  

These activities range from participation  in  careers events which highlight  opportunities in  our
industry, through to the submissions which we prepare in response to government consultations on
logistics and transport subjects.  If you would like to become more involved in the activities of CILT
in Scotland, then we would be delighted to hear from you – so please do get in touch either with
myself  (on  07817  715113)  or  with  Douglas  Norris,  our  National  Officer  (on  ro-
scotland@ciltuk.org.uk).             

You’ll find details of all events on the CILT Scotland website (www.ciltscotland.com) – and if you
ever require any additional information on events, or on any of the other services available to
members,  then please get  in  touch with the Institute’s  Membership Services team on  01536
740104.

In the meantime, if you are taking a break during the coming weeks – then I hope you have a really
relaxing and enjoyable time, and I look forward to seeing you at one of our events soon.  

With best wishes, 

Ken Thomson
Chairman 
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